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PREFACE 
 

 

The ensuing account of the History of Christian Brothers High School Football is not to 

be presented as all compassing, but rather as a work in progress.  Information for many of 

the years is nonexistent or incomplete.  Any editorialized material is not meant to be the 

final work on the subject, especially in the area of ñall time teamsô category.  There may 

be sound argument for including other opinions in many parts. 

 

We would welcome information on any teams, herein included or not, and on athletesô 

whose performances may be worthy of ñall timeò or ñhonorable mentionò status, of that 

such information may be added to make this account more inclusive. 

 

This History was embarked upon as a start, to begin coalescing the lore of Christian 

Brotherôs Football, and to give additional substance to the schoolôs long and glorious   

existence. 

 

Any opinion or factual information that any reader can provide would be welcome and if 

valid, will be edited into this account.  Please submit any such material to the Alumni   

Office, addressed to ñFootball History.ò 
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HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN BROTHERS FOOTBALL  

1917-1976 

 
1876 was a memorable year in the history of both the United States and Sacramento, Califor-

nia. Alexander Gram Bell invented the telephone; the Battle of the Little Big Horn was 

fought; the United States was 100 years old; horse drawn cars on wooden rails ran down K 

Street; the National Baseball League was formed; California had been a State for 26 Years; 

the Civil War had only been over for 11 years, and the Christian Brothers opened up a High 

School in Sacramento.  But Football for the School was a few years away. 

 

With a history as rich as it is in football, Christian Brother High School of Sacramento had a 

rather inauspicious start.  There was an article in ñThe College Timesò in 1910 in which the 

sports editor felt obliged to explain, ñEvery other form of manly sport is encouraged and in 

season is participated in by the boys of CBC, but football, because of its roughness and dan-

ger to life and limb is not permitted by our athletic manger.  And perhaps it is well for us that 

it is not, for our boys seen to go into everything they undertake so earnestly, that the chances 

are some of us would be numbered among the hundreds that have been maimedéif not 

among the thirty whose lives have been sacrificed to the cause of football during the late foot-

ball season.ò This did not auger well for the school to ever field a team.  The school had been 

in existence 41 years. But it was not until 1917 that the antipathy and fear of the sport was 

overcome, and the first football team to represent óBrotherôs Collegeô took the field. 

 

Stephen R. OôNeil wrote in the 1918 yearbook, ñBrothers Albian and Baldwin got the boys 

together in the summer of 1917, raised some funds and the team was born.  There were only a 

few large boys to choose from and some of these did not want to play at first.ò 

 

Brother Albian secured the services of Herbert ñRedò Bowden, a veteran St. Maryôs College 

quarterback as coach. The first game ever was a loss to Harkness Jr. High School with Peter 

Mitchell scoring the first ever touchdown for the Brothers.  There were only three teams play-

ing American Football at the time.  Harkness, Stanford Junior High, and Brothers College.  

CB tied Stanford 12-12 and finished 0-1-1.  Some names of players on the first squad who 

lent many descendants to future years at the school were OôNeil, Mitchell,  Lagomarsino, and 

Doyle.  Peter Mitchellôs daughter, Sister Peter, was to become a principal of the ñgirlôs sideò 

when the school was co-institutional in the mid-fifties. 

 

There are no records for the years 1918-1923.  If readers have any knowledge of that era, in-

formation would be welcome and incorporated into this history.  We do know that Peter 

Mitchell was head coach in 1920. The Rooney Family is another name for the Brotherôs ages 

and in 1924 Paul Rooney, a Cal Grad of 1923, took the football reins after a year of grad 

work at Georgetown.  The squad went 3-4, with victories over Nevada City, San Juan, and 

Gridley.  They lost to Oroville, the Nor Cal Champs, 25-0 and also to Williams, Marysville 

and then Sacramento High School --- who was to be a nemesis for years --- 34-0.  Lou Lago-

marsino missed the Sac game which hurt the Gaels.  Louis Slakey another historical name in 
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Brothersô annals was outstanding during the ô24 year but the star 

of the team was Joseph Rooney, later to become Police Chief of 

Sacramento. 

 

The Sacrofornian, the name of the yearbook, during these years, 

reported that Joe Tatti replaced Paul Rooney in 1925.  It was a 

rough year for Coach Tatti as the team cancelled the balance of 

the schedule after losing 55-0 to Willows, due to too many inju-

ries in that game.  Earlier they beat Oroville 6-0 and the Sacra-

mento Junior College ñBò team twice 12-0 and 18-0.  They lost to 

Marysville 6-0.  They forfeited to College City when the team 

walked off the field to protest ñpoor decisionsò by the officials. In 

retrospect, this was probably an even poorer decision by Coach 

Tatti. 

 

As the 1926 season rolled around Coach Tatti greeted some 35 

candidates for his squad.  After the previous seasonôs debacle, this 

was a much better year for the ñFighting Irishò as they were often called in those days.  The 

only defeat came at the hands of Marysville, 18-6. But according to news accounts: ñThe 

stage in which the team was riding was struck by a touring car, leaving George Burt with 3 

broken fingers and Patrick Wamsly with a broken arm.ò Marysville had an outstanding squad 

led by 3 players, Dutch Rubel, Charley óCrazy Legsò Baird, and Dick Sperbeck Sr. who all 

went on to star at St. Maryôs College for Slip Madigan. 

 

Other than that loss, Brothers beat Oroville, Elk Grove, 

Courtland, Preston, Pierce, Sac J.C. ñBò squad and tied St. 

Maryôs (Stockton) 13-13, finishing 6-1-1.  Coach Tatti said, 

ñOur victories over Elk Grove and Courtland on successive 

days brought offer from Bakersfield and Scott High School 

of Portland, showing we were one of the strongest teams in 

the section of California.ò 

 

Coach Tatti was back again in 1927, but did not enjoy the 

same success going 2-3-2 in seven games.  About 30 turned 

out for the ñFighting Irishò.  They were able to beat Galt 18

- 0 and Roseville 15-0 but lost to Courtland 25-0, Sutter 

Creek 36-0 and Sacramento High School 83-0, probably 

the worst loss in the schoolôs history.  They tied Gridley 

and Sac J.C.ôs ñsecondsò 6-6.  They were led by Captain 

Bordes and every man played at top speed: according to the 

Sacrafornian.  This was Coach Tattiôs last year. In 1928 the 

United States saw a Catholic defeated by Herbert Hoover 

for the Presidency and a new football coach for CB in the 

person of Russell Dickson.  Neither Hoover nor Dickenson 

had much success.  Brothers went 2-2-2 in a 6 game sched-

ule with victories over Placerville and Saint Maryôs of 

Coach Joe Tatti 

Captain Vic Bordes 
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Stockton, and losses to San Juan and Vacaville and ties with Jackson and St. Vincents of 

Vallejo.  Jim Flynn, later to be a CB Coach, and Bud Hanna, a noted sports figure in later 

years, were on the squad. 

 

    THE SEASONS 1929-1945 

 

Joe Rooney, later to become Police Chief, and also a St. Maryôs College Graduate took over 

as head coach in 1929. 

 

Apparently the school did not publish yearbooks during these years as there are none in the 

schoolôs archives.  We were able to piece together some information about the era from clip-

pings from the Sacramento Bee and Union.  In some cases the years are not noted on the clip-

pings so we will present a synopsis from these articles and items.  Most of these came from 

the Flynn Family file, Flynn being the deceased Jimmy, who coached the Gaels during this 

era before moving to Sac High.  Records from most of this period are not available. 

 

One part of CB lore for this period was related in a November 1969 Bill Conlin column in the 

Sacramento Union.  He wrote: 

 

For that matter, how about the ñfair catch playò, which old Christian Brothers School 

turned a game around against Jackson High more than 35 years ago in Amador County?  

It made ñTurtlesò Valine a legendary Figure in CBS history, not so much because he won 

the game but because he caused a stricter interpretation of the rule book all over the na-

tion.  Hereôs what happened:  the Brothers were trailing  Jackson and desperately needed a 

touchdown in the waning seconds.  Fellows like Al Flynn (Jimmyôs brother) and Jack Ca-

sey had played their hearts out, but it didnôt seem like the Gaels could prevail.  But Turtles 

Valine had the answer.  He went into the huddle and told Gene Sullivan to throw a pass on 

the left flank.  The pass was delivered, but at least 2 Jackson Defenders were moving in to 

intercept,  whereupon, Turtles threw his arm in the air and loudly screamed: ñfair catch!ò  

The defenders backed off.  By the time they realized they had been duped, Turtles caught 

the throw and calmly stepped across the goal line for the winning score.  You have to watch 

the Brothers.   Theyôre wily ones. 

 

Both the Bee and the Union offered extensive coverage of the cityôs four high schools during 

the 1930ôs.  Many feature stories on coaches and players and pre writes of upcoming games 

were prevalent. 

 

Vasco Pucci was the head coach in 1934 without much success. He was replaced in 1935 by 

Jimmy Flynn who was greeted with an array of pictures and articles when his announcement 

was made.  He had played at St. Maryôs College under legendary coach Slip Madigan and 

local Gael supporters were buoyed by hope that he was the messiah to put CB at the top of 

the football heap. 

   

Flynn whipped his troops into shape and on the morning of Friday September 20, 1935, The 

Sacramento Union, with a kneeling Jim Flynn, and caption of ñputs out chinô, announces 

ñFlynn sees victory for Brothersô, in itôs pre write of the Sac High game and indeed the di-
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minutive Irishman was a man of his word as  Brothersô, beat ñThe Highò  6-0.  A jubilant 

time for the Brothersô supporters.  And many years before Joe Namath had the audacity to 

predict a Super Bowl victory for his Jets, Jimmy Flynn had stolen the thunder for his band of 

Gaels. They went on and beat Sutter Creek 25-0, lost to Grant 13-0, whipped Jackson 26-0, 

tied St. Maryôs 6 to 6, and beat St. Vincentôs of Vallejo 11-0. 

 

The starting lineup for most of 1935 was George Gillette and Vic Martinelli at ends, Ed Ka-

tsulis and Charles Schanz at tackles, Captain Manny Soares and Dave Schanz at ends, Cap-

tain Manny Soares and Dave Simmons at guards, Bill Palm at center, Bill Diage and Adrian 

Bennett at halves, Leo Bennett at fullback and Bill Stewart at quarterback.  Martinelli was a 

standout and would go to St. Maryôs College and star for Slip Madigan.  He later would 

coach for a long time as an assistant at El Camino High, against Brothers teams, in the 60ôs 

and 70ôs. 

 

And in 1936 Flynn and his Gaels came back with another victory over Sac High, this time by 

a 14-0 count, before 3,001 fans who paid 50 cents each to watch.  Touchdowns scored by 

Pete Archerda and Bob Lewis on an end around that caught the Dragons by surprise.  Jimmy 

Flynn was the toast of the town among the CB Alums.  Brothers started Gillete, Shnatz, Puliz, 

Palm, Simmons Martinelli, Lewis, R. Gillette, Gardner, Tappan, and Bennett. 

 

In other games that year, CB beat St. Vincentôs 12-0 and St. Maryôs in the finale with no 

score available on that one.  Depending on any points St. Maryôs scored, the Gaels did not 

otherwise allow any rushing scores on the year, and only a TD pass vs. Sutter Creek who tied 

them.  The Little Irishman did a yeomanôs job in his two years on the job, winning 5 and ty-

ing 1 in his last year.  

 

But the headlines, under a Kurt MacBride byline in a February 1937 edition of the Sacra-

mento Bee proclaimed ñUnbeaten grid mentor will enter U.S.C.ò  Coach was resigning to go 

back to school for a teaching credential.  He did so and was hired a year later by Sacramento 

High who decided to have Flynn join them, rather than try and beat him.  He quit Brothers 

immediately, not finishing the school year. 

 

Principal Brother Patrick of CB Said, ñWe regret Jimmy leaving and he is welcome back if he 

chooses.  He is one of the finest young men I have ever known, and his football record speaks 

for itself.ò  This appraisal of Flynn was the consensus of all who know and remember him.  

The 1937 schedule was Sutter Creek, Sac High, Bye, Grant, St. Vincentôs, McClatchy, St. 

Maryôs of Stockton, and Jackson. Improvements were made to the football field with a new 

sprinkling system.  ñFifty prospective defenders of the Brothers reputation are daily working 

out under new coach Les Grouxò,  proclaimed the Sacramento Union:  Groux came to CB 

from St. Maryôs College, where he was a backfield man, to replace Jimmy Flynn. There was 

no other info available for 1937, 1938, 1939. 

 

In 1940 John Ohrt took over as head coach and was assisted by Brother Bertram, who was to 

become a legend of the High School and the Provincial of the order, and Brother Vincent.  

Their efforts did not produce the results they wanted as they won 2, lost 6 and tied one.   

They beat Jackson 13-0 in the opener but were shut out 5 weeks in a row by Manteca, Reno, 
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Grass Valley, St. Maryôs of Berkeley, and McClatchy and showed only a tie with Reno.  

They came back to beat Colusa 16-0 but fell to Rio Vista 13-7 and Sac High 38-0 for the 

sixth shutout of their offense.  Ohrt decided to go up to Yuba County and farm after the     

season. 

 

By 1941 the head coach was another former St. Maryôs Gael of repute, John Giannoni, who 

after his CB years would become a legendary coach at Lodi High School where his teams 

were symbolized by strong fundamentals in blocking and tackling and a feared, aggressive 

demeanor on defense.  He replaced James V. Ware as football coach, but Ware stayed on as 

varsity basketball coach. 

 

The Gaels beat Oroville 25-13 in the opener followed by a 14-6 win at Nevada City.  They 

clobbered St. Maryôs 51-8, but fell to a strong Woodland squad 25-13 and then to Grass Val-

ley 7-0.  (Grass Valley High School later joined with Nevada City High to form what is now 

Nevada Union).  The remaining frames were against Sacred Heart of San Francisco, St. 

Maryôs of Berkeley and St. Vincentôs of Vallejo.  Scores of these games were not available.  

CBôs starting lineup for 1941 was Habecker and Brenidk at ends, Senini and Keany at tack-

les, Puliz and Ryan at guards, Magee 

at center and Lilly, Silva, Concannon, 

and Lou Fatur in the backfield.  Fatur, 

who pursued a career in Law Enforce-

ment played football into the early 

1980ôs 40 years later, as a kicker in 

the annual Pig Bowl Game in Sacra-

mento. 

 

Gianonni returned as Head Coach in 

1942.  He would lose 22-0 to Jimmy 

Flynnôs Sac High Dragons on October 

3, in an afternoon contest.  Flynn was 

quoted prior to the game, ñI canôt lose 

to that guyò and again he was pro-

phetic.  As a further irony, Gianonni 

was a Sac High Graduate.  Both 

coaches employed the Notre Dame 

scheme learned from their mutual col-

lege coach, Slip Madigan who had 

played under Knute Rockne at Notre 

Dame.  Gianonni, however, added his 

own touches to the team with a lot of 

reverses and laterals in his system.   

 

Prior to Gianonniôs  success of the 

previous year, Brothersô officials had 

not scheduled Sac and McClatchy for 

a period as they feared they could not Homecoming 1946 Program 
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compete due to the weakening program, so the ô42 game was a resumption of the series. 

Starting for CB in the game were Joe Babich and Tony Bakatich at ends; Ed OôConnell and 

Stan Tormey at tackles Tim Kennedy and Marshall Cuffe at guards, Frank Delaini at center 

and Jack Silva, Conway Cuffe, Roy Demartini and Achille Albouze, a candidate for the ñAll-

Nameò team, in the backfield.  One of the newspaper accounts acclaimed Albouze as the best 

fullback in town.   

 

The home games for CB in ô42, besides Sac High, were McClatchy, (lost 19-0), Grant and St. 

Maryós of Berkeley.  It was the first time in three years that they played local schools. On De-

cember 16, 1942ðthe papers announced that John Gianonni was leaving for Lodi High 

School.  ñI have a chance to go ahead and Iôd be a fool not to take itò he said.  He would ex-

cel at Lodi for many years.  Gianonni was replaced as head coach by Brother Eugene Ward, 

F.S.C. and Brother Gregory who would only coach one year.  They won one, lost 4 and tied 1 

in 1943.   

 

To replace Gianonni, in 1944 the Brothers hired as Head Football Coach, Lilio Marcucci, a 

professional baseball catcher for the Triple A Sacramento Solons.  That experiment lasted 

only one year.  Coach Marcucci was able to win 3and lose 3, losing to both Sac and 

McClatchy 28-7 and 13-0 respectively, and St. Marys of Berkeley 20-0.  They beat Elk Grove 

7-0, St. Vincents 14-7, and walloped San Juan 45-0 in the season ender.  Marcucci was gone 

after one year.  

 

Spud Spalding took over for Marcucci in 1945, and like his predecessor would only coach 

one season.  The first half of the forties, except for Giannoniôs 6-2 in 1941, was not a good 

one for the Gaels, and Spud, assisted by Brother Eugene, did nothing to change that, produc-

ing a 3rd straight non winning season.  They led off with a win over Sutter Creek 13-0, but 

were shut out for 3 consecutive weeks by Sacramento High School followed by 0-0 ties with 

Placer and McClatchy. They beat St Maryôs of Stockton 20-6 but failed to score the next two 

Ray Curry coached the 1946 Gael squad to a 5-3-1 record 
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weeks vs. Elk Grove and Bellarmine 

losing 0-6 and 0-14.  They concluded 

with a victory over St. Vincentôs 13-6 

to finish 3-4-1. 

 

In 1946, taking over as the fourth 

Head Coach in as many years was 

Ray Curry, a great receiver and all 

coast selection from St. Maryôs Col-

lege who promptly put his imprimatur 

on CB football history with 5-3-1 re-

cord.  The Gaels earned victories over 

Sutter.Creek (33-13), McClatchy (53-

12), Placer (19-1), Elk Grove (14-13) 

and St. Marys of Berkeley (20-7).  

Losses were to Oroville (6-34), Sac 

High (0-19), and St Vincents.  The tie 

was with St. Elizabeths of Oakland.  

Russ Crocco was outstanding at half-

back with a 5.5 average per carry and 

made all city along with guard Matt 

Puliz and end Jerry Scheid. 

 

Ray Curry returned in 1947 but could 

not match the previous yearôs success.  

He beat St. Elizabeth 33-7 and Elk 

Grove.  But losses to McClatchy, Willows,  Rio Vista and Sac High, coupled with a 13-13 tie 

with St. Vincentôs led to a disappointing 2-4-1 record.  Guard Joe Concannon was selected to 

the All City Team by both the Sacramento Bee and Union Newspapers.  The Captain that 

year was Jerry Mikacich, the first of three Brothers that were outstanding performers for the 

Gaels. Curry went on to excel as a public school administrator for many years in the Grant 

School District and was well known as a capable football official, working many games in 

the Pacific Coast Conference, now known as the PAC-10. 

 

1948 saw the advent of the Ray Clemonôs years.  The next 7 seasons would see the Gaels em-

ploy the hard nosed, defensive toughness that would characterize Clemonsô coaching career 

at Sacramento Junior College and then Sacramento State University as he moved up the 

coaching ladder, He came to Brothers after a stellar St. Maryôs College playing career that 

culminated in his selection to the college all star team that annually played the NFL Champi-

ons in Soldierôs Field in Chicago.  He spent a year as linebacker for the Green Bay Packers 

before embarking on his coaching career at CB. 

 

Ray Clemonôs first game as a head coach was against the Sacramento High School jugger-

naught that was Brothersô nemesis for many years.  Sac was held to their lowest total points 

in the series to that time, but CB could not score and fell 12-0.  The papers called it a ñMoral 

Coach Ray Curry 
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Victoryò for CB, but that was small consolation for the ñIrishò as they were still often called 

in the media.  The game was described as a battle between the 35 yard lines. 

 

Overall, Clemonsô debut season was 4-3 with victories over Elk Grove 14-0, Rio Vista 43-0, 

and St. Maryôs of Stockton 19-0.  Losses were to Bellarmine,  McClatchy, and Sacramento 

High.  Premier players for CB were Marvin Nevis, Ken Orvick and Dan Lahey, whose issue 

would star on Gael Gridirons for years to come.  Clemons was named coach of the year by 

the Sacramento Bee in his CB inaugural season. 

 

In 1949 one of the best ever defensive teams took the field for Clemons and the Gaels.  They 

gave up 2 points in their 7 victories, shutting out St. Marys of Berkeley 30-0, St. Elizabeth 32 

to 0, Marysville 34-0, Jackson 25-0, Live Oak 33-0, McClatchy 21-0 and beating Chico 19-2.  

However, the ever present Sac High stomped the tough Gaels 39-0 and Grant prevailed 39-0.  

Pete Vartanian was outstanding at running back for CB the whole season and had scoring 

jaunts of 86 and 46 against Chico.  Co-Captains of the year were Ken Orvick, Dan Lahey and 

Vartanian.  Clemons was hoisted on the shoulders of the team and carried off after the CK 

McClatchy victory, fitting for an outstanding season.  Bruce Julian, Andy Smolich, Jim 

Winchell, Sam Vartanian, Will (Punky) Towne and weight lifting guard Dan DôAmico, an all 

city pick who became an outstanding Orthopedic Surgeon for many years, were also solid, 

contributing performers during the season.  They finished 7-2 on the year. 

 

Clemons returned for a third season in 1950 and led the squad at a 5-5 record.  They beat 

Bishop Manogue 13-7, Amador 20-6, Chico 13-6, Yuba City 13-8 with Bob Gloyd having a 

great game, and Serra of San Mateo 13-7.  

Losses were to McClatchy 28-2, Manteca 25-12, 

Marysville 12-7, Grant 25-7 and an infamous 

whomping by Sac High 61-13 that saw the 

Dragonôs Tommy Agosta run for 5 touchdowns.  

The 2 TDôs vs. Sac were the most since 1944. 

 

Sam Vartanian was a unanimous all city choice, 

even though he missed the Sac High game.   

Also named to the second all city team were 

Gael Co-Captainôs Andy Smolich,  and tackle 

Ron Carissmi, who became an outstanding archi-

tect after attending Norte Dame and St. Maryôs. 

Others having a good year included future Police 

Chief Jack Kearns, Pat OôHare, Dick Traversi, 

Gene Lynch and Punky Towne.  Towne would 

Scholarship to Santa Clara and play on an unde-

feated freshman team before transferring to 

Wichita when Santa Clara dropped big time football.  Bill Ross also played at Santa Clara.  

Ross and Towne were only Juniors in 1950. Seniors playing their last game in 1950 were:  

John McCormack, Noel Slakey, Jim Bamberry,  Bill Warmby, Don Willows, Asa Whetstone, 

Bill Newberry, Vernon Horton, Phil Sapunor, Bob Gloyd, Vartanian, Jim Blakeway, Andy 

Smolich and Jack Kearns. 

Coach Clemons with Sam Vartanian and  

Tom OôDonnell 
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The 1951 Gaels 

opened up with a 

loss to strong 

Serra of San 

Mateo 12-7.  

McClatchy took 

them down 20-

14 the next 

week, with Dick 

Castro and 

Punky Towne 

scoring for CB.  

The third game 

started a 5 game 

win streak with a 

21-14 victory at Sonora behind Tom OôDonnellôs two scores and Lew Pebbles one.  They 

romped Jackson 51-0 with OôDonnell scoring 3 TDôs.  Then Marysville was romped 32-7, 

OôDonnell again scoring 3 times.  The next week, Bill Bell, Ed Reich, Ray Tucker, Tom Gill, 

George Thomas, and Bill Ross all scored in a 45-7 romp over Amador.  OôDonnell again 

scored twice in the homecoming win over Riordan 37-0. Although Dick Traversi scored 

twice vs. Yuba City, the Honkers stopped the Gaelôs streak 19-13. 

   

OôDonnell topped a great year, scoring 4 times in the 31-0 win over Grant. In the final 14-7 

loss versus Sac High, OôDonnell scored his last toouchdown to finish with 15, a school all 

time best. He was touted by long time Brothers supporter, Vic Bertolani , a member of the 

squad who became an outstanding attorney, as certainly worthy of consideration for the all 

time Brothers team.  He said he spoke as one who was run over many times by OôDonnell in 

practice.  The affable barrister also stated that the highlight of his career was ñbeing thrown 

out of the Manteca game.ò  We think he was being a bit modest.  The final record was 6-4.  

They had a fine offensive team to go with the Clemonôs trademark defense.  A little more  

offense in the close Serra, McClatchy, Yuba City and Sac High games would have produced 

a truly great season rather than a 6-4 mark, which was respectable for the tough schedule. 

 

The Gaels fortunes sunk a bit during the 1952 season when they fell to a 3-5 record. The Sac 

High Dragons spoiled the squadôs opener with a 20-0 triumph.  They fell again to Grant be-

fore 3,000 fans, 24-13.  After beating Marysville 18-6 on the road at Memorial Stadium, they 

lost to Oroville 20-0 and Chico 19-12 before crushing St. Maryôs 40-0.  The season ended 

with a 20-14 loss to the Lions for McClatchy who were a heavy favorite.  

  

The season was not without its high spots.  Pat Bobo, Chuck Chatfield and Danny Sanchez 

were named preps of the week by the Sacramento Union. Bob Ferry, defensive tackle Dave 

Jesmer who would go on to be an All American at Oregon State, George Thomas and Jim 

Hansen were named to the all City Team.  Hansen was also voted MVP and Thomas ómost 

spiritedô for the Gaels. 

 

The 1951 Christian Brothers Gaels Football Team was 6 and 4 
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The 1953 Gaels were dubbed the óbest in CBS his-

toryô, at least up to that time, by the 1954 Yearbook.  

Returning a host of veterans from the 1952 3-5 team, 

hopes were high as the team assembled for its first 

practice at 21st and Broadway. 

 

They lived up to expectations compiling a 7-1 mark 

with the only loss coming to old foe Sacramento 

High 18-6 in the opener.  After that they rolled over 

Grant, Woodland, Riordan, Elk Grove, Pine Grove, 

Chico and McClatchy, racking up 194 points to 65 

for the opponents.  After being idle for almost a 

month because of a polio epidemic at CB, the boys 

destroyed McClatchyôs hope for the mythical city 

championship and gained it for themselves by outscor-

ing the Lions 29 to 27 in the finale.  

  

There were plenty of stars.  Chuck Chatfield, John Lewis, George Thomas, Dave Jesmer, Bob 

Ferry, John Lastufka and Bob Leonard all made All City.  Dave Jesmer, who came to CB as a 

boarding student from the Mother Lode County developed into an outstanding lineman, and 

would go on to college fame at Ore-

gon State.  He became a symbol of 

sorts for the nay-sayers who said CB 

recruited athletes.  His name would 

still be cited in the early sixties as a 

reason for why Christian Brothers 

should not be admitted to the Sac-

Joaquin section of the CIF.  More on 

this later. 

 

1954 saw Ray Clemons return for his 

6th year as the head man at Christian 

Brothers.  He had a number of players 

returning from the ô53 powerhouse 

and a successful season was on the 

horizon.  Led by outstanding lineman 

Allen Zuniga and Gomez Delgado, 

voted the outstanding back, Brothers 

opened with a victory over Roseville 

18-6 and then lost to McClatchy 26-

6. 

   

They wouldnôt lose again the rest of the year, although they were tied by Marysville 6-6.  

They dominated Chico 28-14 and Reno 33-14 with talented back Jerry Cooke scoring 4 touch 

downs, Shasta 27-0 with Cooke hitting pay dirt two more times and then a 14-7 win over Bal-

Stars from the 1954 squad receive their awards from Coach 

Clemons: Sanchez, Chatfield, and Ferry 

Team MVP and Captain  

Gomez Delgado 
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larmine as Cooke again scored twice, once on a brilliant 80 yard run.  The Gaels won the first 

Northern Interstate Conference Title. 

 

That set the stage for the Sac High Dragons. CBS was not to be denied, as Cooke again scored 

twice on the longest runs of the game.  Frank Money, Guy Stowe, Ron Fernandez and John 

Lane starred defensively for the Gaels as Sac High never threatened the entire game.   While 

this ended a long drought vs. the Dragons, Brothers still had not beaten both the two large city 

schools in the same year due to the McClatchy loss.  They finished the season 6-1-1. Another 

great season  for Clemons and the Gaels. Cooke went on to star at Marquette after scoring 84 

points for the season while Fernandez became a starter at Stanford.  Frank Mooney won the 

sportsmanship award,  selected annually by the assistant coaches.  Mooney later would return 

to CB as an assistant to Dick Sperbeck, after coaching with much success for many years at 

St. Patrickôs Grammar School.  In the two sea-

sons of ô53 ó54, the Gaels went 13-2-1. 

 

The 1955 season would be the last of Clemonsô 

heady era. They opened up over Sonora 7-0 be-

hind Jerry Cookeôs 2 scores and one each by Joe 

Genshlea and Bob Colbert.  They edged out a 

huge Riordan squad 21-16 with more TDôs by 

Cooke and a Bob Gatiss pass to Colbert. They 

took Chico 33-14, with Cooke again scoring 4 

in this one and Reno 26-7, as yes, you guessed 

it, Jerry Cooke again got 2.   

 

They beat Red Bluff 26-0 as Cooke went to pay 

dirt two more times with Jim Mikacich and Bob 

Colbert getting a TD apiece.  They were upset by a lowly Shasta team as Cooke was injured, 

but came back to beat Marysville 19-0 with Gary Lemmon having a 55 yard run to the Indians 

The 1955 Christian Brothers Gaels Team, 1955 NIC Champions  

Jerry Cooke scored 84 points in 1955 


